Introduction to R.C.I.A.

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults or R.C.I.A. is the Catholic Church’s official way of preparing adults for full communion (initiation) into the Church. This modern form of initiation finds its antecedents as far back as the 3rd century. Principally, R.C.I.A. is a process of formation that aims to foster the graced work that Jesus has already begun in a person’s life. Through it, the seeds of truth, which God has already sown in the hearts of people considering initiation, are quickened by the communal, educational, and liturgical components of R.C.I.A. 

R.C.I.A. usually takes place in a group setting where people—many of whom are from different denominational and religious backgrounds, although some participants may already have been baptized Catholic but have not completed their initiation into the Church—can feel free to share their experiences of knowing and living as a disciple of Christ or as one who is considering following him who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life (Jn 14:6). 

Of course, peoples’ experiences vary based on their religious backgrounds. However, the genius of R.C.I.A. is that its educational component contains elements of evangelization whereby people who do not know Jesus, or are not sure who he is and what he really signifies, will receive the gospel message in the context of learning more about God’s plan of salvation for his people. Salvation history, i.e. how God has acted towards (and on behalf of) his people since the dawn of human history, is the core of R.C.I.A. Its teachers (catechists), which we are so blessed to have here at St. Pats, evince the teachings of the Catholic Church as doctrines which are profoundly rooted in the written story or our salvation: the Bible. Similarly, our catechists share themselves and their experience of God in the life of the Church with the group, demonstrating their appropriation of Word and Tradition into their own lives. In addition to its educational and communal components, R.C.I.A. entails several liturgical experiences whereby the group encounters Christ through the Church’s worship. The liturgy is also a time when participants are welcomed by the parish community and supported by its prayers and affirmations throughout R.C.I.A. 

While Easter (April 24, 2011) is the “highlight” of R.C.I.A. as it is the time when the unbaptized, the Catholic baptized who have not yet been confirmed and/or received Eucharist, and those Christians seeking full communion will become full members of the Church, participants immediately realize that initiation is simply one more step on their lifelong (eternal) journey to the Father in Christ through the Holy Spirit. At our parish, R.C.I.A. begins in mid-September and goes until Pentecost Sunday, which falls on June 12, 2011. Classes will meet once a week on Thursdays and, beginning November 27, 2011, candidates will meet for Mass and leave after the homily to discuss and reflect on the Sunday readings. 

If you feel a desire to draw closer to Christ by becoming a member of the Catholic Church, please consider R.C.I.A. It has been, for many, the most rewarding experience of their lives. I pray that it will be so for you. Rest assured that our parish will be praying for you as well. God bless! For more information please contact Matthew Halbach @ 301-924-2284 or by email: 76halbach@cardinalmail.cua.edu.

